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Winter has arrived, and with it the usual range ofwinter animal ailments — a few outbreaks of
acidosis and other metabolic-type issues on cropattle with lacerations to lower legs caused by
live strand, cows slipping and young stock succunmg to a combination of diet change, parasite
burdens, miserable weather and in some cases undgrig disease. That makes it sound like a
good time to take a winter holiday!

Clinic News
Our Centenary celebrations went very well — thaal-yo those who supported the events and
enjoyed the hospitality offered at the Golf Day,e@@ay and Gala Dinner. If you would like a free
copy of the official history “While you're here...they are available from any branch.
The Board is pleased to announce that this yead,®Q0 is available for “additional discount”. As
usual, this will be distributed back amongst clubnmbers on a proportional basis of your annual
spend, appearing as a credit on your July state(pested early August).
The Clutha Vets AGM will be held at the Lawrence{Gub this year, on the i’QAugust. This is a
great chance to hear about the issues facing yetuclub, and have your say about the way of [the
future. Doug Edmeades will have the guest spot, spealangtional fertilizer use.

Mastitis Matters

Most clinical mastitis around calving time is cadid®y bacteria that are free living in the enviromtpe
particularly Srep uberis. Reducing the infection rate is based on maimgirtieat cleanliness and
defences. By now calving pads should have beehsasglped off, and new sawdust spread.

Pre-calving teatspraying can also play a role —nw@ingers are all crowded round a bale feeder, or
lined up along a feed trough, it is quite easy &kwvamong them with a Cambrian-type sprayer made up
with normal-strength teat spray. A recent trialwhd a 40% decrease in clinical and subclinfi@edp
uberis mastitis when cows were teat-sprayed three timgsek pre-calving. Teat seal also has a role to
play, particularly in first calvers. Now is the &nto do it, please speak to a vet if you are isteck

Once a springing cow is dripping milk, her teatalaa open, and mastitis-causing bugs can invade. T
best way to minimise the risk is to milk heght out, running her with the colostrums from then on.
Take care if you are feeding lime flour to this mab it may increase her risk of milk fever.

Bringing the cows home

Transporting heavily-pregnant cows long distanbgdruck, in winter weather, is not altogether lgeni
The basic standards require that animals musttlndéiugh to withstand the stresses of transpod, an
arrive in no worse condition than they leave. Tragkanimals that don’'t meet these standards may
result in welfare and economic costs. If your camsn’t in peak condition when they are returned to
you for calving, it's your bottom line that will far as a result.

“Pre-conditioning” the cows will reduce the chanoéghings going drastically wrong. Feed the cows
well for 5-7days before transport, including pleofyhay. Transport stress causes a significant drop
blood magnesium levels, so pre-transport suppleatientis recommended. Dust feed for a week before
moving them, or mag bullet the most at-risk aninfdis, old or very late pregnancy). Ensure adeguat
water is available right up until they are loadémhd when they get to the other end, remember that
taking them off crop and throwing them straighttorcalving paddocks or pads is not the best way to
manage the transition diet!



The In-Calf Project

Are you disappointed with your 6 week in-calf rafactical help is at hand. The In-Calf projecais

major, new, long-term, national dairy extensionjgcb funded by DairyNZ.

It aims to have help

significant proportion of NZ farmers achieve im@ot increases in herd reproductive performance.

a

The first step is to assess your current performambis can be done via a “Fertility Focus Report”,
which is available from the LIC or Ambreed websitesing this information, decisions can be made
about where to focus your attention for improveraeithere are a number of tools provided, so this
can be an ongoing process over time. Teresa O’Rmiglyour local advisor and will be discussing the
InCalf project in greater detail at the winter niegton 17" July.

Winter Meeting - Johne’s Disease — The iceberg waiq for the Titanic

This year we have secured Professor Frank GriHiead of the Disease Research Laboratory at the
University of Otago, to address our annual wintairydfarmers’ meeting. Frank is a world leader in
Johne’s disease research, and Irishman with maredhe story to tell. Frank believes Johne’s disea
is perhaps the biggest unrecognised health andiptiod issue facing NZ dairy cows. His presentation
is not to be missed. The support acts include Be@Riordan on the InCalf project, and a look &t la
season’s pregnancy testing data. At the Rosebandigd,oBalclutha 7.30pm, 7July. RSVP to the

Balclutha Clinic, for catering.

Spring supply night — 24" July

The spring supply night has become a bit of antutgin at Clutha Vets. Come in to yarn to a ved an
stock up on all those bits and pieces you needdtwing, calf rearing, metabolics, drenches etcQBB
refreshments and great specials in store. At Clgigel2.30-3pm; Milton and Balclutha 5-8pm.

Things to do in July

* Make an appointment with a vet to sort out autlaias of your Prescription Animal Remedies

(PARs) for the coming season
» Rotavec vaccination for early calvers.

e Selenium pour-on or injection pre-calving whereoramended based on drying-off mineral checkg.

* Plan your Inductions, and get them underway. Fagight week calving spread, the first injections
should be given about three weeks before PSCegtodtvs due to calve in weeks 9,10 and 11

« Start magnesium supplementation for Springers theseks before PSC

« Make sure calf sheds are ready — feeders, beddatgy supply, straw and meal.

« Come to our Spring supply night — great specialtdne Clydevale, Milton and Balclutha®auly.

+ Come to our winter dairy farmer meeting — JohndseBse. Rosebank Lodge, 7.30pn" didly

A man staggered into a hospital A&E department
with concussion, multiple bruises, and a five iron
wrapped around his neck. Naturally the doctor as
him what had happened.

“Well, it was like this” the man said. “I was hagma
quiet round of golf with my wife when, on a difficu
hole, we both sliced our balls into a paddock of
cows. We went to look for them, and while | was
rooting around, | noticed that one of the cows hag
something white at its rear end. | walked over and
lifted up the tail, and sure enough, there waslf gg
ball with my wife’s monogram wedged right in the
middle of the cow’s butt. That's when | made my
mistake.”

“What did you do?” asked the doctor.

“Well, I lifted the tail, pointed, and yelled to my
wife 'Hey, honey, this looks like yours!”

ked

This Month’s Retail News
* Milligan’s

Calf Milk Powder: July
members’ price (payment %0 August)
$85.60 incl. for 20kg. Milk powder price
will only increase from now on!

2.5 & 5 ltr Eclipse and Genesis, 5Itr & 2

Itr Eprinex — receive a pair of Muck Bootsg.

Cydectin — buy 15Itr and get 2 Itr free.

ZinPro Availamins — the original amin
acid bound trace elements, with the tr
data to show mastitis, production, lameng

and reproduction benefits. The techni¢

experts are touring the south, phone Nat
at the Balclutha clinic if you would like a
on-farm discussion on what these produ
can do for your bottom line.

Retail Direct Phone Line 418 1281
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